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So far throughout this Christmas season, we’ve been rejoicing in our 

Glorious Christ as Prophet, Priest and King (next Sunday as our Teacher). In 

the center of our worship setting this morning is some simple yet profound 

symbolism.  
 

1. The manger represents Jesus as our Prophet—the Living Word 

incarnate. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

beheld His glory full of grace and truth. He is the image of the 

invisible God. 

2. The cross represents Jesus as our High Priest. He made the sacrifice 

of His own life, tearing the veil of His flesh through His death to lead 

us into the very presence of God where He ever lives to make 

intercession for us.   

3. The crown represents Jesus as our King. He was born to reign; He 

died to conquer the rebellion of sin; He rose in triumphant conquest; 

And He will return as King of Kings finalizing God’s rule and reign 

over all creation.  

 

Christmas is a time of great rejoicing because when Jesus came, it was the 

beginning of His earthly ministry as our Prophet, Priest, and King. “It is a 

trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners” (I Tim 1:15).  
 

• Before the fall Adam and Eve did not need a Prophet. God spoke to 

them and their knowledge of Him was true.  

• Before the fall Adam and Eve did not need a Priest. They could 

freely enjoy the presence of God without being inhibited or in 

intimidated. There was nothing to keep them from enjoying the 

direct blessing of God’s gracious presence.  

• Before the fall Adam and Eve did not need an earthly king. They had 

dominion over the earth as they lived under God’s loving authority.  
 

But after the fall, sin changed everything.  

• Suddenly they needed a prophet because they believed falsehood 

about God.  

• They would need a priest because sin had estranged them from the 

presence of God.  

• And they would need a king, because they would have to live 

through the ravages of a rebellious, fallen world.  

 

Throughout the history of Israel, God would supply His people with 

prophets, priests and kings. Yet sin would rage on in the hearts of men. So…  

• Some prophets were true; some were false. 

• Some priests were holy; others were selfish. 

• Some kings were good (doing right in the sight of the Lord); Others 

were bad (doing evil in the sight of the Lord).  

 

By the time Jesus was born in Bethlehem, there was not a true prophet to be 

found (for 400 years they had not heard a word from the Lord until John the 

Baptist announced Messiah’s arrival). There was corruption within the 

priesthood and Israel was under the rule of Rome rather than a Jewish king.  

 

It’s no wonder the angels rejoiced with good news of great joy when a 

special baby was born in Bethlehem. A Savior had been born who would 

change everything.  

 

• He would be the perfect prophet; not just speaking on behalf of God 

but God Himself speaking in the flesh. In Jesus we have the gift of 

God’s perfect revelation.  

• He would be the perfect High Priest whose sacrifice would restore 

our relationship to God eternally. In Jesus we have the gift of 

reconciliation with God. 

• He would be the ultimate King. In Jesus we have the righteous rule 

and reign of God as our present hope and future reward. 

 

In fact when you receive Jesus, you receive everything God offers.  

[Romans 8:31-39] God is for you and no one can ultimately be against you 

when Christ is in you.  

 

So what difference should Christmas make in your life? It should make all 

the difference. When you embrace Jesus as your prophet, priest, & king, it 

changes the whole orientation of your life, away from God’s wrath and 

judgment on your sin, to His glad welcome to you as a son He loves. When 

you are in Christ, God is for you and no longer against you.  

 

To be in Christ means that His death and resurrection belong to you and your 

sin is paid for by Him. To be in Christ also means that your life is defined by 

His and that you are to be of one purpose, one mind, one heart, and one 

mission with Jesus. One thing we haven’t talked about in this series yet is 

that while Jesus is our perfect prophet, priest, and king, we are to follow Him 

and serve Him in His prophetic, priestly, and kingly ministry.  

 



1. We are to have a prophetic ministry by proclaiming God’s Word 

of the gospel.  

 

2 Cor 5:20-21:“Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the 

old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 

Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through 

Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 

namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not 

counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the 

word of reconciliation. 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating 

through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might 

become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

 

2. We are to have a priestly ministry of a living sacrifice of praise 

and intercession. 
 

I Peter 2:4-5, 9: “And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, 

but choice and precious in the sight of God, you also, as living stones, are 

being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 
 

“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 

God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who 

has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 

 

Heb 13:16: “Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of 

praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. 

And do not neglect doing good and sharing; for with such sacrifices God is 

pleased. (sing & serve; worship & work to the praise of God’s name) 

 

Rom 12:1: “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual service of worship.” 

 

Finally, we are to be intercessors. Paul urges us in 1 Tim 2, to offer 

up entreaties, prayers, and petitions with thanksgiving on behalf of 

all men, knowing that Jesus is the only mediator by which men can 

be saved. (neighborhoods, nations, family members, co-workers…) 

 

 

 

 

3. We are to reign with Christ the King, by living out of our 

position where we are seated in the heavenlies with Christ.  

 

Rev 20:6 describes a coming day when those who are in Christ will 

be “priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a 

thousand years.” (cf. 2 Tim 2:12) 

 

But there is a sense in which we should join in the reign of Christ 

now. Eph 1 says that when Christ was raised from the dead, He was 

seated at the right hand of God in the heavenly places, “far above all 

rule, and authority and power and dominion…” God put all things in 

subjection under the feet of Christ (Eph 1:20-23). In chapter 2:6 Paul 

goes on to say that God has raised us up with Him and “seated us 

with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” (Eph 2:4-6).  

 

That means we are to live our lives out of our position in Christ who 

reigns over all. We are to live in the fullness of Christ who reigns 

victoriously over sin, Satan, death, and hell.
1
  

 

Illus: It’s much like our President visiting a foreign country. He lives 

temporarily in that foreign place, but he represents his position in the 

USA.  

 

And so we are to follow Christ in His 3-fold ministry of prophet, priest, and 

king, by proclaiming the Gospel and giving praise to God from our heavenly 

position in Christ.  

 

The shepherds got it right! After they visited the Christ Child, they could 

not keep quiet. They went away proclaiming to others what they had 

experienced, all the while glorifying and praising God for all they had seen 

and heard. And I would suggest to you their identity, their position, changed 

that night when God not only opened their physical eyes to see the angelic 

hosts, but opened the eyes of their hearts to rejoice in the Savior.  

 

Before the events of that glorious night, they were just lowly shepherds; 

positioned in the lowest status of earth. But when they left the nativity scene 

that night, they were prophets proclaiming, priests praising,  and heralds 

announcing the arrival of the King.  

 

Will you join them?  
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